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Karel Husa, Pulitzer Prize winner in Music, is an internationally known 
composer and conductor who was Kappa Alpha Professor at Cornell 
-University from 1954 until his retirement and Lecturer in Composition 
for almost twenty years in the School of Music at Ithaca College. An 
American citizen since 1959, Husa was born in Prague en August 7, 1921, 
and studied at the Prague Conservatory and Academy of Music, and 
later at the National Conservatory and Ecole Normale de Musique in 
Paris. Among his teachers were Arthur Honneger, Nadia Boulanger, 
Jaroslav Ridky, and conductor Andre Cluytens. 
Husa was elected Associate Member of the Royal Belgian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in 1974 and to the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters in 1994. He has received honorary doctorates from Coe College, 
the Cleveland Institute of Music, Ithaca College, Baldwin-Wallace 
College, St. Vincent College, Hartwick College, the New England 
Conservatory, Masaryk University, and the Academy of Musical Arts 
(Czech Republic). He has been the recipient of many awards and 
recognitions, including a Guggenheim Fellowship and awards from the 
American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, UNESCO, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the Koussevitsky Foundation, the 
Czech Academy for the Arts and Sciences, the Lili Boulanger A ward, 
the Bilthoven (Holland) Contemporary Music Prize, a Kennedy Center 
- Friedheim Award, and the Sudler International Award. His Concerto 
for Cello and Orchestra earned him the 1993 Grawemeyer Award. In 
1995, Husa was awarded the Czech Republic's highest civilian 
recognition, the State Medal of Merit, First Class, and in 1998 he 
received the Medal of the City of Prague. 
His String Quartet No. 3 received the 1969 Pulitzer Prize and, with 
over 8,000 performances, his Music for Prague 1968 has become part of 
the modem repertory. Another well-known work, Apotheosis of the 
Earth is called by Husa a "manifesto" against pollution and 
destruction. His works have been performed by major orchestras a 11 
over the world. Two works were commissioned by the New York 
Philharmonic: the Concerto for Orchestra premiered by Zubin Mehta 
( - 'md the Concerto for Violin and Orchestra written for concertmaster 
Glen Dicterow and conducted by Kurt Masur. The Concerto for Trumpet 
was commissioned by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and Sir George 
Solti for performance with principal trumpeter Adolph Herseth. 
Among his recent compositions are the String Quartet No. 4 (an NEA 
commission for the Colorado Quartet), Cayuga Lake (for Ithaca 
College's centennial celebration) and Les couleurs fauves for wind 
ensemble (written for Northwestern University). 
Karel Husa has conducted many major orchestras including those in 
Paris, London, Hamburg, Brussels, Prague, Stockholm, Oslo, Zurich, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, New York, Boston, Washington, Cincinnati, 
Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, Louisville, and others. Every year he 
visits the campuses of music schools and universities to guest conduct 
and lecture en his music. Much of Husa's music is available m 
recordings issued by CBS Masterworks, Vox, Louisville, Supraphon, 
Phoenix, Crystal, CRI, Everest, Grenadilla, Sheffield, and other 
labels . 
Divertimento for Brass Ensemble and Percussion (1958) is a 
transcription of four pieces from Husa's own Eight Czech Duos for piano 
four hands composed in 1955. These duos together with the 
Divertimento, the Twelve Moravian Songs and the Four Little Pieces 
for Strings were composed with the idea of extending the repertory of 
young musicians and possibly of amateur players, as well as for 
educational purposes. The first performance of the Divertimento for 
Brass Ensemble was given February 17, 1960, with Robert Prins 
conducting the Ithaca College Brass Ensemble. 
Concertina for Piano and Wind Ensemble (1984) is another version of 
Husa's earlier work, a Concertina for Piano and Orchestra, composed in 
Paris in 1949 and premiered in Brussels (Belgium) by the French pianist 
Helene Boschi and the Grand Orchestre Symphonique conducted by 
Daniel Sternefeld. The version for wind ensemble was commissioned by 
the Division of Cultural Affairs of the State of Florida; Gary Wolf was 
the soloist and the wind ensemble of the University of Central Florida, 
guest conducted by Karel Husa, introduced it at the College Band 
Directors National Association Conference in Orlando, January 27, 1984. 
Music for Prague 1968, written during the summer and fall of 1968, 
represents the composer's reaction to the political turmoil in his 
homeland during August of that year and the subsequent invasion of 
Czechoslovakia by Soviet forces. The original version was scored for 
band on commission from the Ithaca College Concert Band, and had the J) 
distinction of being one of the first band compositions to use aleatory, or 
chance, procedures. Husa made an orchestral transcription in 1969 and 
himself conducted the world premiere in Munich en January 31, 1970, 
with the Munich Philharmonic Orchestra. The American premiere 
was given by the Cleveland Orchestra under Louis Lane, on February 26, 
1971. Music for Prague 1968 - which the composer recently termed a 
"manifest for freedom" - is the most played of Husa's symphonic: works, 
having had performances by almost every major American orchestra 
and by many European orchestras as well. 
The composer writes in the foreword to the work: "Three main ideas 
( '.>ind the composition together. The first and most important is an old 
Hussite war song from the 15th century, 'Ye Warriors of God and His 
Law,' a symbol of resistance and hope for hundreds of years, whenever 
fate lay heavy on the Czech nation. It has been utilized also by many 
Czech composers, including Smetana in My Country. The beginning of 
this religious song is announced very softly in the first movement by the 
timpani and concludes in a strong unison (Chorale). The song is never 
used in its entirety. The second idea is the sound of bells throughout: 
Prague, named also the City of 'Hundreds of Towers,' has used its 
magnificently sounding church bells as calls of distress as well as of 
victory. The last idea is a motif of three chords first appearing very 
softly under the piccolo solo at the beginning of the piece, in flutes, 
clarinets, and horns. Later it reappears at extremely strong dynamic 
levels, for example, in the middle of the Aria." 
Different techniques of composing as well as orchestrating have been 
used in Music for Prague 1968 and some new sounds explored, such as the 
percussion section in the Interlude, the ending of the work, etc. Much 
symbolism also appears: in addition to the distress calls in the first 
movement (Fanfares), the unbroken hope of the Hussite song, sound of 
bells, or the tragedy (Aria), there is also the bird call at the beginning 
(piccolo solo), symbol of the liberty which the City of Prague has seen 
only for moments during its thousand years of existence. 
Celebracion for orchestra was commissioned by the Orquesta Sinfonica 
de Galicia for its fifth anniversary. Composed in 1997, it was 
premiered at the Festival Concert en May 17, 1997 in La Coruna, Spain 
by the Orquesta Sinfonica de Galicia, conducted by Victor Pablo Perez. 
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